
6th Sunday in Lent – Palm Sunday 5th April 2020 
 
The Preparation 
 
Hosanna to the Son of David!  
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 
 

Open our lips, O Lord; 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
He was Despised and Rejected (song of praise for Passiontide) 
 

Who would have believed what we have heard: 
   and to whom has the power of the Lord been revealed? 
 

He grew up before the Lord like a tender plant: 
   like a root out of arid ground. 
 

He had no beauty, no majesty to draw our eyes: 
   no grace to make us delight in him. 
 

He was despised and rejected: 
   a man of sorrows and familiar with suffering. 
 

Like one from whom people hide their faces: 
   he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
 

Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows: 
   yet we considered him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 
 

But he was wounded for our transgressions: 
   he was bruised for our iniquities. 
 

The punishment that brought us peace was laid upon him: 
   and by his wounds we are healed.    (Isaiah 53:1-5) 
 
If we claim to be sinless, 
we are self-deceived and strangers to the truth. 
If we confess our sins, 
God is just and may be trusted to forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from every kind of wrong. 
Spirit of God, search our hearts. 
 

In silence we remember our need for God’s forgiveness. 
 

Silence 
 

Let us confess our sins to God. 
 

God of mercy, 
we have sinned against you and against others. 
We have sinned in what we have done, 
and in what we have failed to do. 
We are truly sorry. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for our sins, 
forgive us all that is past 
and raise us to newness of life. Amen. 
 

 
 



Almighty God, who pardons all who truly repent, 
forgive our sins, strengthen us by the Holy Spirit, 
and keep us in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer.  Amen. 
 
Collect  
 

God of kings and criminals:  
your ways are not our ways.  
On the way to Jerusalem, with shouts we acclaimed you;  
on the way to Calvary, with shouts we condemned you.  
Mercifully grant us the way that leads to life,  
For you are alive and reign with the Father  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 
The Ministry of the Word 
  

A reading from Philippians 2:5-11 
(From one of the earliest Christian hymns we hear how Christ Jesus accepted our condition of a servant, was 
obedient even to the point of death, and was then given a name above every name.) 
 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,  
who, though he was in the form of God, 
   did not regard equality with God 
   as something to be exploited,  
but emptied himself, 
   taking the form of a slave, 
   being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form,  
   he humbled himself 
   and became obedient to the point of death— 
   even death on a cross.  
 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 
   and gave him the name 
   that is above every name,  
so that at the name of Jesus 
   every knee should bend, 
   in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
and every tongue should confess 
   that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
   to the glory of God the Father.  
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29  
 

We give thanks to you O Lord for you are gracious: 
   and your love endures for ever. 
 

Let the house of Israel say: 
   ‘God’s love endures for ever.’ ... 
 

Open to me the gates of the temple: 
   that I may enter and give thanks to the Lord. 
 



This is the gate of the Lord: 
   through which the righteous shall enter. 
 

I will thank you because you have answered me: 
   and you have become my deliverer. 
 

The stone which the builders rejected: 
   has become the head of the corner. 
 

This is the Lord’s doing: 
   and it is marvellous in our eyes. 
 

This is the day which the Lord has made: 
   let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

Save us O Lord we pray: 
   Lord we pray you to give us success. 
 

Blessèd is the one who comes in the name of the Lord: 
   we bless you from the house of the Lord. 
 

The Lord is God, and has given us light: 
   with branches in your hands, 
      go forward in procession up to the horns of the altar. 
 

You are my God and I will thank you: 
   you are my God and I will extol you. 
 

We give thanks to you O Lord for you are gracious: 
   and your love endures for ever. 
 
A reading from Matthew 21:1-11 
(Jesus comes to the holy city of Jerusalem and is hailed as the promised Son of David.) 
 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 
sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will 
find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything 
to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send them immediately.’ This took place 
to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,  
 
‘Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
   humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
     and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’  
 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and 
put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 
and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead 
of him and that followed were shouting, 
 
‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 
   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’  
 
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ The crowds were 
saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’  
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
The Sermon (please see the Sermon Word or Pdf file attached to the email) 



Prayers 
 

Make your ways known upon earth, O God, 
your saving power among all peoples. 
 

Renew your Church in holiness, 
and help us to serve you with joy. 
 

Guide the leaders of this and every nation, 
that justice may prevail throughout the world. 
 

Let not the needy, O God, be forgotten, 
nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
 

Make us instruments of your peace, 
and let your glory be over all the earth. 
 
 

We offer our own prayers 
 
 

Holy and everliving God, 
by your power we are created 
and by your love we are redeemed; 
guide and strengthen us by your Spirit, 
that we may give ourselves to your service, 
and live each day in love to one another and to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

In darkness and in light, 
in trouble and in joy, 
help us, heavenly Father, 
to trust your love, 
to serve your purpose, 
and to praise your name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
   hallowed be your name, 
   your kingdom come, 
   your will be done, 
       on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
   as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
   and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
   now and for ever.    Amen. 
 
May the life-giving cross 
be the source of all our joy and peace. 
 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Have a look at the poem on the next page. I wonder what it says to you. 
 



The Donkey by G. K. Chesterton 
 

When fishes flew and forests walked 
         And figs grew upon thorn, 

Some moment when the moon was blood 
         Then surely I was born. 
 

With monstrous head and sickening cry 
         And ears like errant wings,  

The devil’s walking parody 
          On all four-footed things.  
 

The tattered outlaw of the earth, 
         Of ancient crooked will; 

Starve, scourge, deride me: I am dumb, 
         I keep my secret still. 
 

Fools! For I also had my hour; 
        One far fierce hour and sweet: 

There was a shout about my ears, 
        And palms before my feet.  
 

 ~ 
 

Go and enjoy a cup of coffee or tea.   
Chat to a parishioner by phone, email or text, especially someone who may not have email.  
 
Keep in touch 
Our St Matthew's website is being updated regularly:  https://stmattshastings.com  
 
Also our St Matthew's Facebook - @stmatthewshastings 
 
Contacts 
The Rev'd Alister Hendery: 021 742 434 
Email: alister.hendery@waiapu.com 
Parish Office (Tracey at home):  06 878 9476 
Email: stmatthews.hastings@gmail.com  
 

~ 
This copyright material is taken from A New Zealand Prayer Book / He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa, © Anglican Church in 
Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia and is used in accordance with regulations. From Morning Worship: pages 35 – 52 
 
 
 


