
 St Matthew’s Hastings    Dec 2018 - Jan 

 

The Priest-in-Charge asks… 
 

WHAT’S IT ALL ABOUT? 
 

Christmas is on the horizon and here at              
St Matthew’s we are preparing various          
celebrations: 

 

 A traditional Nine Lessons and Carols service 
on the 16th December at 7.00pm, with a 
guest choir – Four’s Company  

 Christingle Service – a celebration for the 
family on Christmas Eve at 6.30pm. 

 The first Eucharist of Christmas at 11.30pm 
on Christmas Eve. 

 Christmas morning Eucharist at 9.30am. 
 

I wonder … what’s it all about? It seems to  me 
that the Christmas message is pretty simple: 
God came to take on our human form to show 
us just how much God loves us. That’s basically 
it. Well, maybe there’s a little more, but that’s 
very much the heart of it.  
 

When God looked at us and realised how dark 
and difficult our lives could be, how confused 
we get, how many painful things we do to each 
other, God decided to do something about it. 
God got involved – personally, intimately       
involved with us – and chose to share our lives. 

 

So this Christmas celebrate with us – celebrate 
that God shares our lives. And, when you love 
and care for others, you are sharing something 
of God’s loving care. I know, it’s a simple mes-
sage, but for me that seems to summarise the 
heart of it.  
 

So from me, and those who have make Saint 
Matthew’s their spiritual home, I wish you a 
loving, caring and peaceful Christmas. 
 

Alister Hendery 

 

P.S.  I’m aware that for some of us, this Christ-
mas will be blue. It will be a tough Christmas. 
So for you I’ve written down some thoughts. 
You’ll find them on the next page. 

Christmas & January  
Service Rosters 

 

We need volunteers to cover church duties 
at the Christmas Services and for Sunday 
services during January. 

 

Please leave your name on the clipboards 
at the back of the church or ring Tracey in 
the parish office if you are able to help.   

Flowers for Christmas 
 

Our flower arranging team will be busy   
decorating the church for Christmas services 
on the morning of Saturday 22 December.        
Contributions of flowers, especially red & 
white, would be much appreciated.  

 

Lots of Helpers too would be great thanks. A 
fun morning with a shared morning tea. No 
floral experience needed. 
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 

 

 

Funeral:  William (Bill) LEPPER 

A BLUE CHRISTMAS? 

 

For those for whom this Christmas will be 
blue … 

 

As we hear ‘Joy to the world’ being sung in the 
background, a well-meaning friend greets us 
with a “Merry Christmas.” But for some,       
perhaps for you, it’s not joyful and it’s certain-
ly not merry. It’s a Blue Christmas – a season 
marked by sadness and grief, by the aware-
ness of someone or something you have lost.  
 

Christmas comes around each year, and what-
ever our beliefs, this season can mark, as the 
carol has it, ‘the hopes and fears of all the 
years’. Everything, be it laughter or tears,     
sorrow or success, seems to get magnified in 
the glow of the Christmas lights. Christmas is 
as often a time of sadness as it is of joy. We 
know our griefs and our losses, as much as we 
celebrate the goodness of life, and our hope 
for things to come.  
 

In writing these words I acknowledge those of 
you for whom this Christmas will be blue ¬ for 
whom tears may come more readily than 
smiles – for whom deep loneliness will be your 
companion. It’s hard to feel, to acknowledge 
the depth and weight of sadness when the   
expectation of those about us is for joy and 
celebration. Yet, this Christmas is yours, for it 
has its own special meaning. 
  

I think of a young poor couple in search of a 
place to lodge, and finding no room must 
settle for a stable in an obscure small town, 
kilometres from nowhere. They’re homeless 
and lonely, at least for that night, and about to 

deliver their first-born. They too are missing 
people from their lives. Their parents and    
siblings, aunts and uncles, cousins and friends 
– people who would normally have been with 
them at such a time, were missing. Missing 
people – because they are far away, or dead, 
or estranged – have always been part of 
Christmas.  
 

In a special way the Christmas story is your 
story. I recall the words of a New Zealand carol 
which speaks of the Christ child as ‘the Child of 
joy and peace / Born among the poor / on a 
stable floor / cold and raw, you knew our   
hunger / weep our tears and cry our anger.’ 
 

Christmas is also yours. Your tears, your   
memories, your hurts and loneliness, and may-
be your anger too – all these have their place, 
as do your delights and joys, and the love of 
those dear to you.  
 

You stand at the heart of Christmas, for here is 
God sharing your life, moving into your tears 
and your laughter, your joy and your sorrow, 
your fear and your courage, your life and your 
death. What a strange mixture our lives are as 
the light and darkness mingle. But here, in this 
mixture, we find the one named Emmanuel, 
‘God-with-us’. 

 

One final thought – I also recall the words the 
angel spoke to the shepherds: “Do not be 
afraid!” Perhaps they are spoken to us, to you, 
as we face a changed world. Do not be afraid. 
Have hope and may you know peace in your 
heart. 
 

Alister Hendery 
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Messy Church 
@ St Matthew’s  
Hastings 

 
 

Saturday 8 Dec 

4 pm - 6pm 

 

Join us in the Hall 

All welcome 

 Crafts & Games 

 Interactive Bible Story & Songs 
 Dinner provided 

 No charge  
 Please contact Barbara Person   

878 8855  

Hawke’s Bay Fallen Soldiers  
Memorial Hospital 

 

The Remembrance Tree  
Will be placed in the main foyer of 
the hospital on 1 December & will 
remain there until  21 December.    
 

Carol Singing  Wed 12 Dec   
Carol singing at the hospital   
chapel at 5.30 pm. All singers,   
musicians & children welcome.  

 

Remembrance Service  
Will be held on Friday 21 December starting in 
the courtyard behind the chapel at 10am.   

 

Thank You! A huge thank you to St Matthew’s 
parishioners who assisted patients attending 
the Sunday services at the Memorial Hospital 
chapel  during November.   

 

Christingle 

 

Christmas Eve at 6.30pm 

‘Nativity Christingle’  
Service  

(no Eucharist) 

 

We will be having a service  for the young   & 
the young at heart.  This will include 

Christingle and the Blessing of the Crib  

 

A Christingle is made from an orange decorated 
with red tape, sweets and a candle.  
 

Each piece of the Christingle holds symbolism to 
help us understand the importance of Jesus and 
the Gospel at Christmas time.   
 

 The orange represents the world 
 The red ribbon (or tape) symbolises the love 

and blood of Christ 
  The sweets and dried fruit represent all of 

God’s creations & the four seasons 
  The lit candle represents Jesus’s light in the 

world, bringing hope to people living in dark-
ness 

Christmas Cheer  
              Appeal 2018 

 

Christmas is coming, you may 
have noticed!  As our wonder-
ful parishioners prepare, can 
we spare a thought for our less 
fortunate citizens. Show our love and concern 
in the tangible form of gifts.    
 

The Community Christmas Cheer Appeal is 
asking for: cash to purchase gifts, toys, books 
and games for children, gifts for teenagers, 
toiletries, perfumes, books, chocolate & dried 
fruit, non perishable goods for families, gifts 
for men.  
 

(No second hand toys or clothing. Thanks!) 
 

Place gifts (unwrapped) in our “Christmas 
Joy” bag by the 16 December and help  bring 
some happiness into someone’s Christmas.  
Thank you.  
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Regular Services Dec 
Sunday Eucharists are at 8am & 
10am unless otherwise stated.  

 

On Thursdays at 10.15am we      
celebrate Eucharist in the Lady Chapel. 
 

School Eucharists are held on Fridays at 1.45pm 
fortnightly.  All welcome.  

              

 
 
 
 
 

Sun    2   10.00am The Reverend Margaret  

    Thompson licenced as  

    Associate Priest 

Tue       4         3.00pm    Commissioning Service for  

    full time Hospital Chaplain,   

    The Reverend Dr Ockert  

    Schoeman  

Wed    5         12.15pm  Paul Rosoman Organ 

    Recital - Free Entry 

Mon  10     9.30am St Matthew’s Drop In Art  

    final session for 2018 

Wed    12         5.00pm    Carol singing at HB Hospital 

    Chapel 

Sun  16         7.00pm    Nine Lessons & Carols at  

    St Matthew’s  joined by 

    Four’s Company 

Tue  18     9.30am St Matthew’s Drop In Craft  

    final session for 2018 

Wed    19        12.00 St Matthew’s Parish Office  

    closes for 2019 re-opens  

    9am Mon 21/1/19 

Thu     20       10.15am   Final Eucharist for 2018  

Fri   21      10.00am   Remembrance Service at 

    HB Hospital Courtyard 

 

Sun     23         8.00am   Eucharist 

    10.00am  Eucharist 

Mon    24         6.30pm Christingle Service 

    11.30pm  First Christmas Eucharist 

Tue   25        9.30am    Christmas Eucharist  

     

Sun     30    10.00am  Combined Service, 

    at St Andrew’s  

    Presbyterian Church,  

    Market St, Hastings 

 

January  

Sun     6       8.00am Eucharist 
  10.00am   Combined service at  
    St Matthew’s Church 
     
8am & 10am Sunday Eucharists at St Matthew’s 
from Sunday 6 January 2018 onwards. 
 
Thu       31    10.15am     Holy Communion resumes 
 

 CALENDAR 2018-19 

December 

WELCOME 
“HOME” 

 

At the Advent Sunday 
10am service, The Rev’d 
Margaret Thompson 
was given her licence to 
officiate in the parish as 
Associate Priest.  
 

We warmly welcome 
Margaret & Roy back to 
St Matthew’s.   
 
Margaret has written: 

 

Advent Sunday, the start of a new liturgical 
year, seems an appropriate time to begin a 
new phase of ministry. 

 

I have served in our Waiapu Cathedral, Napier, 
as Priest Associate and Cathedral Administrator 
for the past twelve years, and prior to that as 
Vicar of Opotiki Parish. I began my ordained 
ministry in the Tikanga Rua Parish of St Clare’s, 
Flaxmere, where I was ordained by Bishop 
Murray Mills and Bishop Brown Turei in 1997. 

  

Roy and I were married in St Matthew’s Church 
in 1974;  we have an adult son and daughter, 
and two grandsons and one granddaughter, 
who all live locally.  
 

I am delighted to be returning to my ‘home’ 
parish, and I am very much looking forward to 
getting to know St Matthew’s parishioners. 
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Sermons Now Online! 

 

Sermons and teachings given to the parish are 
now available on the parish website.  

 

Go to www.stmattshastings.org.nz 
then look for Sermons.  

Christian World Service - Christmas Appeal  
 

BE THE LIFELINE 
 

“Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near.”           

Philippians 4:5 

 

Christian World Service works in 22 countries 
with local partners who are with the people 
who need the most help.  
 
Your gifts  and prayers will help many families.   

 

Be the Lifeline - to people on the frontline 
of climate change 
Almost a year after Cyclone Gita made landfall 
in Tonga,  many families are still living in tempo-
rarily repaired homes with little assistance. 
Homes and livelihoods were destroyed – 70-
80% of fruit trees came down.   
 

Be the Lifeline  - for people in need of 
peace and a livelihood 
Growing herbs has been a lifeline to Palestini-
ans living in Aqaba village. The village is sur-
rounded by arable land, but most of it is occu-
pied by the military. Better herbal teabag pro-
duction will improve family incomes and securi-
ty. 
 

Be the Lifeline - to families in need of food. 
In South Sudan, Joyce’s husband and father 
were killed in 2015 when their homes were 
attacked,  part of South Sudan’s bitter war. For 
her Maridi  Service Agency, supported by CWS, 
has been a lifeline, helping her establish a small 
business to support her family.  
 

Be the Lifeline - to women and men seeking 
safety, fairness and justice. 
For years, most south Indian girls have suffered    
discrimination in silence. The number of violent 
attacks on women are increasing. Supported by 
CWS, EKTA has been a lifeline to  those wanting 
change. They research, educate men and wom-
en about gender, and run successful campaigns 
to stop discrimination based on gender, and 
make the city of Madurai safer.  
 

 
 

Read more about the CWS Christmas Appeal’s 
powerful message at  

www.christmasappeal.org.nz 

  

Appeal envelopes are included this magazine, 
at the back of the church or  

from the Parish Office.    

 

Parish Office Hours 

 

St Matthew’s Parish Office closes at 12pm on 
Wednesday 19 December and re-opens at 9am 

on Monday 21 January 2019.  Please contact the 
Parish Wardens for urgent matters.  
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Afternoon Fellowship 

 

It has been a good year for St Matthew's 
Afternoon Fellowship. We have had great 
speakers; the last in October being the Rev’d 
Deborah Broome giving a presentation on 
women in the Old Testament.  
 

We wound up the year with entertainment 
from Margaret and Dave Kitt and the Rev’d 
David Day.  A real treat for those present.  
 

Our February meeting will be an afternoon 
Garden Party, details in new year. Phone 
Deborah Walsh at  878 9251 for enquiries.  

 

 

New to the Parish Library 

 

The church library has had a number of new 
books donated this year. These are currently 
displayed at the back of the church on the    
library shelves. They may be borrowed by 
writing your name & date in the Issues Book.  
When you return them, just cross off your 
name. Thanks to Deborah Walsh our Parish   
Librarian for looking after the library again this 
year.  
 

The Reverend Alister Hendery has donated a 
copy of his recent work, Earthed in Hope,     
Dying, Death and Funerals: A Pakeha Angli-
can Perspective. This is a valuable resource for 
those in funeral ministry: funeral celebrants, 
counsellors and anyone supporting the          
bereaved and dying.  Not just for those in    
ministry, it is an in-depth study of practices 
around dying, death and funerals. 

 

The Reverend Joy MacCormick, with Hayley 
MacCormick, has launched her latest book, 
Against the Dark: poems of resistance,        
reconciliation and hope. Joy has donated a 
copy to our church library. The poems are    
accompanied by bible quotations and ques-
tions to linger on.  

St Matthew’s 
Christmas Cards  

 

Back by popular demand, the beautiful cards 
are again available for purchase.  They  depict 
features from the beautiful stained glass   
windows in St Matthew’s.  
 

Packs of 5 different cards with envelopes can 
be purchased at $10.00 per pack.  These are 
available at the back of the church or from 
the parish office.  

 

 

St Matthew’s Community 
Spring Fair Results 

 

A huge thank you to everyone 
who supported the St Matthew’s 
Community Fair in any way.  
 

Stall Results 
Stall results are on the church noticeboard.   
On the day we raised $4,061.00, with more 
sales coming in after.  
 

Congratulations to  the raffle winners!  
 

Christmas Raffle 
Ticket No. 243 - Margaret Williams  
Christmas Hamper, with a voucher for $75 
ham f& $50 turkey from Holly Bacon Co . 

 

$100 Raffle - No 62 - Natasha Gardiner  
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PARISH  DIRECTORY 

Priest in Charge 

The Rev’d Alister Hendery   021 742 434 

Email alister@waiapu.com 

 

Deacon Associate 

The Rev’d Lynette Gordon  876 8669 

 

Priest Associate 

The Rev’d Margaret Thompson 

     879 8218 

People’s Warden 

Joyanne Hughes   876 9898 

    

Bishop’s Warden 

Bruce Houghton    878 8548 

   

Lay Synod Representative Tim Anderson 

 

Regional Conference Rep Tim Anderson 
 

Vestry 

Tim Anderson   027 2734494 

Richard Bayley   876 7616 

Marina Dinsdale   876 8831 

Jo Fletcher    876 7576 

Sheryl Hilton   876 6442 

Pauline Jamieson  878 5747 

Barbara Morris   876 5952 

Deborah Walsh   878 9251  

Kevin Watkins   027 3046213 
 
St Matthew’s Primary School     
                      876 4958 

 

Waiapu Kids St Matthew’s    
Early Childhood Centre 878 6924 

Parish Office 

Parish Administrator - Tracey Weston 

Hours are Mon – Fri,  9.00am – 12.00pm 

Phone & Answer Phone 878 9476 

Fax        878 9478 

Email  stmatthews.hastings@gmail.com 

 

Magazine & Advertising 

Parish Office          878 9476 

 

Magazine Distribution 

Margaret Dentice    870 7103 

 

Parish Offertory Recorders 

Sheryl Hilton    876 6442 

Kit Houghton   878 8548 

 

Sacristan  

June Bacon            878 7309 

 

Organists                    

Margaret Steer 

Kathy Fletcher 

Robin Nairn 

Joan Stichbury 

 

Afternoon Family Fellowship  
Deborah Walsh      878 9251 
 
 

Men’s Lunch         
Richard & Paddy Bayley   876 7616 

 

Messy Church  
Barbara Person   878 8855  

Website:   www.stmatts.org.nz 
 

Facebook:  @stmatthewshastings  

mailto:stmatthews.hastings@gmail.com
http://www.stmatthewshastings.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/Stmatthewshastings
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Your magazine is delivered by: 
 
 
Phone: 
 
 
If you are planning to move, or have recently 
done so, please call the Parish Office 878 9476. 

FROM:  ST MATTHEW’S 
PARISH  CHURCH 
PO BOX 824    
HASTINGS 4156 

 

Gifts 
 

Great gift ideas 
St Matthew’s notelets & Christmas Cards 

Depicting Lady Chapel 
 Window images  

5 for $10.00. 
Also available 

Shirley Vogtherr’s prints & cards. 
     

Also CDs & recipe books are available to 
purchase.  

  
Contact the Parish Office 
on 878 9476 or drop in! 

Thank you to our advertisers for your loyal support.  If you are interested in helping with advertising, 
please contact the parish office.  Donations towards colour printing costs are also gratefully received.  

337 Heretaunga Street West, Hastings 

Ph (06) 878 9592 

We have the look for you… 

Sophisticated, glamorous, sporty, everyday... 


