
From our Priest in Charge 
 

Life is Goodbye – Life is Hello.  

Whether we like it or not, life is loaded with 

change:  

 Things change; People change;  

Relationhips  change 

 Minds change; Hearts change;  

Life is change 

As long as we’re living change is happening. 

We don’t always appreciate change because 

it means losing what we know – what makes 

life safe and familiar. So, change can mean 

that we grieve for what was. And that’s okay. 

But I also seek to embrace change because 

it’s through change that we discover new life 

and fresh opportunities. But before we can 

welcome the new, we must farewell the old. 

As the title of a book on grief and loss puts it, 

Life is Goodbye – Life is Hello.  

 

Goodbye & Hello  

at St Matthew’s School 

We recently said goodbye to Tim Anderson 

as Principal of St Matthew’s School. In our 

farewells to Tim Juliette Swensson, BoT   

Deputy Chair and Vestry member, spoke of 

the 14 Years in which Tim ‘led this special 

little school to become the unique place that 

it is. A school that is rich in its diversity of 

Regular Services 

Sunday Eucharists are at 8am & 
10am unless otherwise stated.  

 

10.15am Thursdays we celebrate 
Eucharist in the Lady Chapel. 

School Eucharists are held on Fridays at 1.40pm 
fortnightly.  All welcome.  
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 St Matthew’s Hastings    Sept-Oct 2019 

CALENDAR 2019 

                        

October 
Sun  13                    Lunch at Westerman’s Café 

Sat    19           Pot Luck Dinner  

Wed 23   11.45am    Men’s Fellowship Lunch 

              2.00pm     Eversley Rest Home Service 

              7.15pm     Vestry Meeting 

Sun  27             Lunch at Serendipity Café 

 

November 
Sat  2    9.00am   Community Spring Fair   

Sun  3     8.00am  &  10.00am All Saints’ 

             4.00pm    All Souls’ Service 

Sat   9             4-6pm    Messy Church 

Sun   10                    Lunch at Westerman’s Cafe 

  2.00pm    Hastings Music Society  

         Concert (final for 2019) 

Tue     12 .00pm    Afternoon Fellowship  

                                      (final for 2019) 

Sun   17            Linden Singers Concert 

Sun   24             Lunch at Serendipity Cafe 

Wed 27  11.45am   Men’s Fellowship Lunch      
         (Offsite) 

              2.00pm    Eversley Rest Home Service  

              7.15pm    Vestry Meeting  
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cultures, and of faiths. And a place where 

each and every one of the 604 pupils that 

have been here during the last 14 years, is a 

beloved child of God.’ She summarised Tim’s 

contribution well when she said, ‘Thank you 

for placing our children at the heart of every-

thing you have done. For your belief in them, 

for wanting the best for them, and for your 

compassion, dedication and passion in setting 

out ways to achieve this.’ 

 

Tim will continue to share in the life of our 

faith community – and at the recent Diocesan 

Synod he was elected as a lay representative 

to the General Synod -(the governing body of 

the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zea-

land, and Polynesia).  

 

Life is also Hello, and on the first day of term 

we welcome Andrew Eagle as the new       

Principal. Andrew has served in several 

schools   within Hawkes Bay and has a depth 

of experience. Prior to his teaching career,    

he served as a tutor in the Corrections Depart-

ment, worked with the NZ Red Cross, in the 

communications industry, and the NZ Army.  

 

Goodbye to loved ones 

I’ve just come back from officiating at the     

funeral of a 93-year-old parishioner who, for 

most of his adult life, worshipped at                

St Matthew’s every week. We celebrated the 

love that he gave and received as well as  

sharing our grief. The death of a loved one is 

perhaps the biggest farewell many of us ever 

make.  

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 

 

Funerals: Jean Melva HARRISON 

         Thomas Berry LOWE 

Pot Luck Shared Meal  
Saturday 19 October 

5.30pm for meal at 6.00pm 

It’s Pot Luck Tea time again!   

Make your favourite dish and bring it along  

to the parish hall for our shared tea. 

Assistance by a couple of folk to help set up  

tables etc at 5pm will be much appreciated.  

 Please ring Deborah 878 9251 if you can help.  

At the beginning of November, we commem-

orate the Feast of All Souls. At a simple but 

very special service on the afternoon of     

Sunday 3rd November we remember those 

who have died. While we mourn our loved 

ones, we believe that they know the joy of 

their homecoming and welcome of God’s       

embrace. 

 

So, to whatever or whoever we are saying 

goodbye to, there’s the hope that there is 

somehow a hello. It’s not always easy – it can 

be intensely painful, but then I think of these 

words from Dag Hammarskjöld: 

‘For all that has been – Thanks.  

For all that shall be – Yes.’ 

Alister Hendery 
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Blessing of the Animals 

At the beginning of October, we again celebrated, 

in conjunction with the Leg-Up Trust, a blessing of 

the animals. In attendance were two donkeys, 

seven cats, and 14 dogs – and about 80 humans. 

Harmony between the various species was main-

tained.   

 

Ros Rowe, founder & co-ordinator of the Leg-Up 

Trust, was guest speaker, speaking on how animals 

have taught her, especially in relation to her faith.  

 

The Leg-Up Trust reaches out to disadvantaged youth 

who suffer social, behavioural or emotional problems 

by teaching them how to engage and communicate 

with horses. The Leg-Up Trust gives these young peo-

ple a second chance in life: increased confidence, life 

skills and something to get up for in the morning. 

They have often been through incredibly difficult 

times; some have  suffered abuse, are at risk of      

suicide or are young offenders. Leg-Up provides 

strong and clear boundaries so that the young people 

develop a sense of right and wrong and learn to focus 

on positive attributes.  The children are all nurtured 

and unconditionally loved. The horses are the        

therapists; we humans are the facilitators.  

Ros talks about the Trust  ministry on National Radio.  

www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/
countrylife/audio/2496595/gidday-and-guest.asx  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/leguptrust/ 

ALL SOULS’  

SERVICE 

Sunday 3 November 

4pm 

Remembering our loved ones  

who have died  

The death of someone we love and care about 

is like the death part of us. We are never the 

same again. Yet they remain a part of our lives 

and are held in our love and memories.       

Following a very old custom, we will be hold-

ing a special service at 4.00pm on Sunday 3rd 

November to remember our loved ones who 

have died.  

 

This is an opportunity for family members and 

friends to spend a special time remembering 

their love ones, to acknowledge their grief and 

sorrow, and to light a candle in prayerful       

remembrance of them. As our parish priest, 

Alister Hendery says, “A lighted candle says 

the things our words can’t say. The flame 

gives thanks for those whose lives were a light 

in our lives. It also reminds us that our love for 

them, and theirs for us, lives on – held in the 

embrace of God’s undying love.”  

 

This short service is open to anyone who has 

experienced bereavement, either recently, or 

many years ago.  

Above: Nibbles &  Nudges are blessed.   

http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/countrylife/audio/2496595/gidday-and-guest.asx
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/countrylife/audio/2496595/gidday-and-guest.asx
http://www.facebook.com/leguptrust/
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Blossom Festival 

Concert Series 

Those of you who where able to come along to 

our lunchtime concert series will already know 

what a wonderful experience it was. Six concerts, 

seven secondary schools performing, and even a 

Young Musician of the Year finalist. It truly was a 

musical and cultural celebration, showcasing the 

talents of our school students.  

 

Over 500 people attended, some coming back 

time  and time again.  Even though the concerts 

are free to attend, audiences were so inclined 

that $617 was donated.  Vestry has decided this 

should be given to the Hawke’s Bay Hospital 

Chaplaincy team. The schools have been 

thanked and we’re already looking to 2020! 

Above:  Hastings Girls High School  

Below:  Lindisfarne College  

Farewell to Tim Anderson  

as School Principal  

Mr Anderson was farewelled as Principal at the 

School Prizegiving on Friday 27 September, 

with moving and fitting tributes in a very full 

church. There were both tears and laughter, 

especially as the lovingly made “badges of 

office” were bestowed upon him by students.      

A guard of honour formed from the church to 

the school, and Mr Anderson left to rapturous 

applause.   

Tim has made an enormous contribution to the 

School, starting at the very beginning more 

than 25 years ago with planning for its estab-

lishment. His 14 years as Principal have been 

outstanding. His 604 students will remember 

his caring, faith-centred influence all their lives.  

Well done Sir, gold star!  
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At our November session we’ll 

be looking at how Jesus brings life in all its full-

ness to people of all ages. We’ll be encouraging 

everyone to think about Jesus’ sense of belong-

ing to his heavenly Father and what that means 

for our self-confidence, as God has a job for 

each of us.  

Everyone of all ages are welcome to come 

along, join us in activities, stories, songs,         

celebrating our faith journey, and share a meal 

with us!    

Messy Church 
 

Messy Church 
@ St Matthew’s  
Hastings 

Saturday 9 November 

4 pm - 6pm 

 

All welcome, join us in the Hall  

 Crafts & Games 

 Interactive Bible Story & Songs 

 Dinner provided 

 Please contact Barbara Person 878 8855  

Vestry News 

 Seismic Report on the Church 

A Detailed Seismic Assessment is being carried 
out on the church. So far there has been a visit 
from contractors scanning the concrete areas 
to check the reinforcement.  Geotechnical   
engineers have been assessing the ground 
strength.   

 

Seismic Report on the Hall  

Quotes are being sort for the remedial work 
that needs to be done on the hall.  

 

Thank You... 

...to Norm Vince for replacing the wooden 

slats on the stone seat on the garden wall at 

King Street.  It looks very smart and is being 

well used.  

...to the Gardening Team who work so hard 

every week to keep the gardens and grounds 

looking trim and cared for.  We are looking 

forward to seeing the roses burst into full 

bloom in a few weeks.  

 

 Thank You… 

...to the Flower Team who do a tremendous 

job with the arrangements in the church.     

Recently some longstanding members have 

stepped back and we thank them sincerely  for 

their years of service and dedication.  This 

means we are seeking volunteers to arrange 

flowers in the church or Lady Chapel.  No     

experience necessary, training willingly given.  

Call Tracey  - 878 9476.  
 

Stewardship  

A huge thank you to those who have made 

one-off donations and/or pledged to increase 

your giving.   

 

From January to September parish giving     

totalled $81,002 compared with the budgeted 

figure of $81,738 just $736 below budget.  

 

Thanks also to those who have returned your 

Looking to the Future Stewardship forms.  It is 

not too late and it is very helpful if you could 

return these forms, whether or not you are 

making changes to your giving.  

 

Stewardship… it’s about all of life  
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Books & More!  

Sales Results 

A huge thank you to everyone 
who worked so very hard to 

make this event happen. 

$683.00 was raised on the day 
and after sales bought the final 

figure to around $700.    

      The Men’s Fellowship Lunch 

      CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
 

The Christmas lunch this year will be held at the National Service Club,  Hastings on Wednesday 
November 27th.    Meet at 11.30 amMeet at 11.30 am 
 

Your cost is $35 (to cover the cost of the helpers),  and your wife/partner is most welcome, 
their cost is $30. 

 

Please can you confirm your attendance with payment to Richard, payment can be made at our 
usual monthly lunch Wednesday October 23rd . 
 

The lunch in October will be the last one here for 2019 
 

First lunch in 2020 will be Wednesday 26th February 
 

Paddy & Richard Bayley  Phone 876 7616 

Afternoon Fellowship 

Meets on the second Tuesday of the month 

2pm in St Matthew’s Church   

15 October  - AGM (new date) 

12 November - Posh Afternoon Tea in Hall   

We offer Christian support and friendship.   

Contact the Parish Office for further information.  

 

 ST MATTHEW’S  
COMMUNITY  
SPRING FAIR  

Saturday 2 November 2019 

Starts 10am (note new time!) 

We will be pleased to receive your surplus 
household goods, collectibles, preserves, 
plants etc. (No TVs, computers, clothes or 
linen thank you.)  Goods can be left, tidily 

please, on the hall stage.  
Please bring your preserves & baking for the 

cake stall on fair day.  
Fair Raffle: Gold coin donations for the  
grocery hamper raffle will be gratefully       
received at the parish office, or hand to  

Barbara Morris or Sheryl Hilton  
 

Assistance on stalls needed! Please add your 
name to the clipboards at the back of the 
church or phone the parish office if you can 
help. Assistance also needed please on:  

Wed 30 Oct:  from 10am for setting up 
Thurs  31 Oct: from 9am for setting up 
Fri 1 Nov : from 9am for yet more setting up, 
pricing etc.   

Saturday 2 Nov: from 8am for setting up, 
also help at the end of fair for clearing up. 
Please add your name to the clipboard at the 
back of the church if you can help. Goods to 
be collected? Call  Sheryl 876 6442 or  
Tracey in the Parish Office 878 9476 

St Matthew’s Op Shop  

Fellowship 

Meets every 3rd Thursday of the month, 9.30—

11.30am at Eversley Rest Home.  

Call Denise on 876 2787 if you require transport or 

would like to join us and help make the residents 

SMILE.  Next meeting is Thursday 17 October.  
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PARISH  DIRECTORY 

Priest in Charge 

The Rev’d Alister Hendery   021 742 434 

Email alister@waiapu.com 

 

Priest Associate 

The Rev’d Margaret Thompson 879 8218 
 

Deacon Associate 

The Rev’d Lynette Gordon  876 8669 

 

People’s Warden 

Joyanne Hughes        876 9898 

    

Bishop’s Warden 

Bruce Houghton         878 8548 

   

Lay Synod Representative Tim Anderson 

Regional Conference Rep   Tim Anderson 

 

Vestry 

Tim Anderson             027 2734494 

Richard Bayley            876 7616 

Marina Dinsdale           876 8831 

Sally Haynes                   878 2351 

Sheryl Hilton              021 1190729 

Barbara Morris            876 5952 

Mark Sutton           878 8797 

Deborah Walsh            878 9251  

Kevin Watkins             027 3046213 

Juliette Swensson         878 1180 
 

St Matthew’s Primary School     

                              876 4958 

Waiapu Kids St Matthew’s    

Early Childhood Centre   878 6924 

Parish Office 

Parish Administrator      Tracey Weston 

Hours are Mon – Fri,    9.00am – 12.00pm 

Phone & Answer Phone 878 9476 

Fax                     878 9478 

Email  stmatthews.hastings@gmail.com 

 

Magazine & Advertising 

Parish Office          878 9476 

 

Magazine Distribution 

Margaret Dentice    870 7103 

 

Parish Offertory Recorder 

Sheryl Hilton      021 1190729 
 

Sacristan 

June Bacon             878 7309 

 

Organists                    

Margaret Steer 

Kathy Fletcher 

Robin Nairn 

Joan Stichbury 

 

Afternoon Family Fellowship  

Shared  - contact Parish Office         

 

Men’s Lunch         

Richard & Paddy Bayley   876 7616 

 

Messy Church  

Barbara Person    878 8855  

Website:   www.stmatts.org.nz 

Facebook:  @stmatthewshastings  

Sermons Online 
 
 

We are updating the parish website, and recent sermons and teachings   
given to the parish are not available at present.   

Earlier sermons are still available online.  
 We hope to back up and running soon.   

Go to www.stmattshastings.org.nz 
then look for Sermons.  

mailto:stmatthews.hastings@gmail.com
http://www.stmatthewshastings.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/Stmatthewshastings
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Your magazine is delivered by: 

 

 

Phone: 

 

FROM:  ST MATTHEW’S 

PARISH  CHURCH 

PO BOX 824    

Thank you to our advertisers for your loyal support.  If you are interested in helping with advertising, 

please contact the parish office.  Donations towards colour printing costs are also gratefully received.  

 

Enjoy our delicious food                   
in an orchard setting!  

 
Plenty of parking.  

Open 7 days 8.30am - 4pm  
335 Heretaunga Street West, Hastings 

Ph (06) 878 9592 

We have the look for you… 

Sophisticated, glamorous, sporty, everyday... 

Gifts 

 

Great gift ideas 

St Matthew’s notelets &  

Christmas Cards 

depicting Lady Chapel 

 Window images  

5 for $10.00. 

Also available 


