
Continued page 2 

 St Matthew’s Hastings   Oct - Nov 2020 

From our Priest-in-Charge  

 

A woman broke both her legs in a major car 

crash and lived to tell the tale. After surgery 

she asked the doctor if she would be able to 

race horses when her legs had healed. The   

doctor replied ‘yes’ to which she replied, 

‘Great! I’ve always wanted to!’ 

 

Emerging from COVID leaves me feeling a bit 

like that woman. Major stuff in our life as a  na-

tion, as a city, as a parish, and perhaps as indi-

viduals, got broken or radically changed. While 

we may want to go back to how things were, 

many of us know that can’t be. And it may take 

some time to work out what has changed. The 

question I ask, is what new things are possible? 

 

Looking ahead, I see possibilities and I dare to 

hope for new things. At the same time, I root 

myself in familiar patterns that give a sense of 

stability.   Worship shared with other Christians 

is one of those patterns. Being in level one we 

have re-established our parish worship life:  

Eucharists at 8 and 10am on Sundays, and 

10.15 on Thursdays. Then there are special   

celebrations and commemorations. 

October, Saturday 31st at 9am - the Synod   of 

the Anglican Diocese of Waiapu gathers for 

worship at St Matthew’s. This year, the Synod 

is proud to be celebrating the 25th Anniver-

sary of St Matthew’s Primary School. COVID         

restrictions prevented us from celebrating this 

anniversary.  

CALENDAR  

                                  Subject to change if situation alters  

Regular Services  

       Sunday Eucharists are at 8am & 10am  

       unless otherwise stated.  
 

       10.15am Thursdays we celebrate Eucharist  
        in the Lady Chapel.   

 
October 2020 

Sat       3    10am-3pm     Interfaith Exhibition  - in hall 

Sun      4    10am-3pm     Interfaith Exhibition  - in hall  

                         3.00pm  Interfaith Civic Service - hall 

           4.00pm    Blessing of the Animals  

                 Service  - in church 

Sat   10          Messy Church - in hall  

Sun     11                            Lunch at  Westerman’s Café 

               following the 10am service 

Sun   25                           Lunch at Serendipity Café 

               following the 10am service 

Wed   28     11.45am     Men’s Fellowship Lunch 

          2.00pm     Eversley Rest Home Service 

         7.15pm      Vestry Meeting 

Sat    31    9.00am       Service & Celebration of 

                 St Matthew’s Primary School 

                25th Year Anniversary     

       10.00am       Plants & More Sale    

               

November 2020 

Sun      1       5.00pm   All Souls Service 

               Remembering Our Dead  

Sun     8                            Lunch at  Westerman’s Café 

               following the 10am service 

Sat      14          Messy Church  

Sun   22                           Lunch at Serendipity Café 

               following the 10am service 

Wed   25     11.30am     Men’s Fellowship Lunch 

               - offsite (see Pg 6 for details)  
 
           2.00pm       Eversley Rest Home Service 
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ALL SOULS’   

SERVICE 

Sunday 1 November 

5pm 

Remembering our loved ones  

who have died  

The death of someone we love and care 
about is like the death part of us. We are 
never the same again. Yet they remain a part 
of our lives and are held in our love and 
memories. Following a very old custom, we 
will be holding a special service at 5.00pm on 
Sunday 1 November to remember our loved 
ones who have died.  

 

This is an opportunity for family members 
and friends to spend a special time remem-
bering their love ones, to acknowledge their 
grief and sorrow, and to light a candle in 
prayerful remembrance of them. As our par-
ish priest, Alister Hendery says, “A lighted 
candle says the things our words can’t say. 
The flame gives thanks for those whose lives 
were a light in our lives. It also reminds us 
that our love for them, and theirs for us, 
lives on – held in the embrace of God’s undy-
ing love.”  

 

This short service is open to anyone who has 
experienced bereavement, either recently, 
or many years ago.  

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 

                       Funerals 

Valma Ada BRANNIGAN 

Babette Thornley DASENT 

Catherine (Cath) Annette BOYCE 

Marina Johanna DINSDALE 

John Stathis RAZOS 

Dennis Roger CROOKES-BLYDE 

          

Blossom Festival  

Interfaith Exhibition  

Flower Power - New Growth 

St Matthew’s Hall, 2 -4 October  

Join us and celebrate the diversity of faiths and       

cultures in Hawke’s Bay through an interfaith   

exhibition and civic service. See our calendar on  

page 1 for dates and times.  

Continued from page 1  

The bishop, however, was eager for this mile-

stone not to pass without recognition. So, 

come along and join in the celebration.  

 

November, Sunday 1st at 5 pm we hold a    

special service to remember our loved ones 

who have died. Held on the eve of All Souls  

(the traditional day when those who have died 

are prayerfully remembered), this year the  

service may have added meaning as attend-

ance at funerals during various levels was     

limited.  

 

While both these special services involve 

looking back, they also lead us to look to the 

future with hope, trusting our God to bring 

new life out of what has been. I may not want 

to race horses but I want to be open to the 

new things God is doing.  

Alister Hendery 
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BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS  
 

On Sunday 4 October at 4pm we shall again   

celebrate a blessing of the animals in association 

with  Ros Rowe of the Leg Up Trust.     

All creatures great & small, and humans of 

course, are welcome.  

The Grief Walk 

Alister Hendery, our parish priest, recent-

ly released a new book on loss and grief. 

This practical book is for people who are 

grieving, for people who want to support 

them as they undertake the painful jour-

ney of grief, and for anyone who wants 

to reflect on their own  experiences of loss. 

 

A reviewer writes: ‘Reading The Grief Walk was, 

for me, an inspiration. It confronts the idea that 

grief is momentary or experienced in clearly-

defined stages and points to a hope that neither 

minimises the pain of loss nor is based on faith in 

an omnipotent God who rescues people in the 

extremity of need. Hendery writes clearly,       

presents his ideas in a gentle, pastoral 

style and includes a number of short nar-

ratives that allow insight into the multi-

faceted nature of grief. The Grief Walk is 

a gift for all who grieve or who walk with 

those who grieve.  

(John Meredith in Touchstone - August 

2020) For the full review: 

www.methodist.org.nz/files/docs/mcnz%

20admin%20office/touchstone/2020/

touchstone%20august%202020%20web.pdf 

Print edition is available from the parish office  

for $25, or from the author for $25 + p&p: 

alister.hendery@waiapu.com 

eBook & print editions from the publisher:  

bookspgpl@gmail.com  or: www.pgpl.co.nz    

Above: Nibbles & Nudge being blessed.   

Parish AGM  

It seems a such long time ago now. The parish 

AGM had to be postponed because of lock-

down, and was finally held on 5 July 2020. 

Bishop’s Warden   Juliette Swensson   

People’s Warden   Joyanne Hughes       

Lay Synod Representative   Tim Anderson 

Regional Conference Rep   Tim Anderson 

 

Vestry 

Richard Bayley     Peter Drew   

Sheryl Hilton      Barbara Morris   

Mark Sutton      Kevin Watkins   

 

I believe in the sun even when it is not shining. 

I believe in love even when I cannot feel it.   

I believe in God even when He is silent.  

(written on a wall during the Holocaust) 

http://www.methodist.org.nz/files/docs/mcnz%20admin%20office/touchstone/2020/touchstone%20august%202020%20web.pdf
http://www.methodist.org.nz/files/docs/mcnz%20admin%20office/touchstone/2020/touchstone%20august%202020%20web.pdf
http://www.methodist.org.nz/files/docs/mcnz%20admin%20office/touchstone/2020/touchstone%20august%202020%20web.pdf
mailto:alister.hendery@waiapu.com
mailto:bookspgpl@gmail.com%20%20or:%20www.pgpl.co.nz
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I’m aware that many would like to know 

more about Messy Church. I heard this with 

much pleasure for St Matthew’s Messy 

Church welcomes and needs the support of 

parishioners for this very special outreach.  

 

Messy Church was started back in 2004 in the 

Anglican Church in Portsmouth England by         

Lucy Moore. The name Messy Church just 

evolved - it allows those attending to be re-

laxed and informal. There are now at least 

3,800 registered Messy Churches worldwide, a 

miracle of growth. For each session there is 

set format.  The local leader chooses a theme 

based on a bible reading.  We start with a pe-

riod of crafts and activities centred around 

this, usually for 45 minutes, then have a time 

of celebration and worship, around 15 

minutes, followed by a meal. Messy Church 

sessions at St Matthew’s, at Havelock Village 

Baptist, and at Kumeu, Auckland (where it is 

run jointly by Anglican, Presbyterian and 

Methodist churches), all have the same for-

mat, and indeed all over the world.  

 

There are four aspects of all Messy Churches: 

belief in the Trinity, creativity, celebration, 

and for all ages.  A huge plus is in this  internet 

age there are wonderful resources. I think 

back to Sunday School days when as a teacher 

I had just one book.   

 

A misconception is that Messy Church is       

recruiting members for the ‘main church     

services’.  Messy Church is a congregation in 

its own right. It is a time learning and worship 

even though it is held only once a month.  We 

have held three baptism services to date.  
 

We are aware that some of our early teenage 

children feel that they have outgrown Messy 

Church.  Our Messy Church coordinator in the 

Diocese of Waiapu, Jocelyn Czerwonka has 

written a 2 year programme called ‘The Faith 

Project’.  Each participant has a mentor and 

we hope to start this programme next year.   
 

We have around 30 people attending each 

month (that is 1/3 helpers and 2/3 attendees).  

Over the almost three years of our Messy 

Church we have had 23 families attend.  Dur-

ing Alert Levels 2, 3 & 4 we have not been 

able to hold sessions in the hall. However we 

delivered Messy Church In A Bag - session    

resources to around 45 children each month.  

 

Alister our priest in charge nearly always 

attends the whole session and leads the cele-

bration. The vestry has allocated us $100 per 

month for expenses. We spend less than this 

amount as we receive koha/donations from 

those attending and some very generous help-

ers do not claim expenses. We have a core 

team of three, who meet each month to     

prepare the session, then a larger team of 

eight meet the week before Messy Church.  

 

Thank you for your prayers and interest, and if 

you have any questions please do contact me 

Barbara Person 878-8855 or come and see 

what we do: the second Saturday of the 

month in St Matthews hall, 4 – 6pm.  Our next 

session is on Saturday 10 October.    

 

What is Messy Church? 
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Messy Church at 

 St Matthew’s 

Above: Saying the Lord’s Prayer 

in sign language 

Above right: Alister & Alister 

Right: 2019 ended with two    

baptisms 

Below right:  Let there be light 

Below:  Isla at a listening activity  
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Vestry News 

Projects delayed during lockdown are now 

starting up again!  

 Seismic Report on the Church 

A Detailed Seismic Assessment has been 

prepared for the church. Vestry is to meet 

with the Engineers and others to learn 

about this DSA  and its implications.    

 

Seismic Report on the Hall  

The final Engineer’s Seismic Report on the 

hall showed the old office end and the main 

hall need strengthening. Estimates are still 

being sort for the remedial work that needs 

to be done.  

 

Lawn of Remembrance / Whenua Tapu 

Vestry is investigating erecting a memorial 

with the names of those interred in the 

Lawn of Remembrance.   

 

Vicarage Garden 

Overgrown shrubs are being removed and 

the new simplified landscaping will ease 

maintenance. 

Stewardship Programme 

Stewardship is about how we use our time and 

talents … and yes …  it’s also about how we use 

our money.  

 

In the weeks ahead we’ll be inviting you to think 

about financial stewardship… about how we’re 

going financially as a parish, what our needs are 

for the future and, how you can support us 

through your giving.  

The Men’s Fellowship Lunch 

Lunch will be in the parish hall on   

Wed 28 October at 11.45am  -  Cost $10.00 

The November lunch will be at the  
National Service Club, Hastings  

on Wed 25 Nov, meet at 11.30am. 
Cost $40 (to cover cost of helpers) and your wife 

or partner is welcome, their cost $35.  
Please confirm with Richard with your  

payment for this at the lunch on 28 Oct.  

Please register by calling  

Paddy or Richard -  876 7616 

Supporting Anglican Missions 

 

PLANTS & MORE SALE 

Instead of our Spring fair,  

we are holding a  

Plants and More Sale!  

(Because of the uncertainty of these times.) 

 Saturday 31 October, 

Starting at 10am in the hall  

The only stalls will be Plants,  

Preserves & a Grocery Raffle 

Gold coin donations for the raffle  

& your preserves can be handed into  

the parish office or to Sheryl Hilton.   

Note - Before bringing plants, please check 

with Pam Kesby at 873 5488, use her  

answerphone if required or  

email  pkesby@xtra.co.nz.  

Pam is happy to collect plants the week prior 

if required. Where possible please clean dirt 

and snails/slugs off the pots.  
 

 Please do not leave any goods in the hall or 

on the stage, as this needs to be cleared! 
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PARISH  DIRECTORY 

Priest in Charge 

The Rev’d Alister Hendery   021 742 434 

Email alister.hendery@waiapu.com 

 

Priest Associate 

The Rev’d Margaret Thompson 879 8218 

 

Deacon Associate 

The Rev’d Lynette Gordon  876 8669 
 

 

People’s Warden 

Joyanne Hughes        876 9898 
 

    

Bishop’s Warden 

Juliette Swensson       878 1180 
 

   

Lay Synod Representative Tim Anderson 

Regional Conference Rep   Tim Anderson 
 

 

Vestry 

Tim Anderson             027 2734494 

Richard Bayley            876 7616 

Peter Drew            876 8629 

Sheryl Hilton              021 1190729 

Barbara Morris            876 5952 

Mark Sutton           878 8797 

Kevin Watkins             027 3046213 

 
 

St Matthew’s Primary School     

                              876 4958 

Waiapu Kids St Matthew’s    

Early Childhood Centre   878 6924 

 

Parish Office 

Parish Administrator        Tracey Weston 

Hours are Mon – Fri,   9.00am – 12.00pm 

Phone & Answer Phone  878 9476 

Fax                     878 9478 

Email  stmatthews.hastings@gmail.com 

 

Magazine Advertising & Distribution 

Parish Office              878 9476 

 

 

Parish Offertory Recorder 

Sheryl Hilton          021 1190729 
 

Sacristan  

June Bacon                 878 7309 

 

Organists                    

Kathy Fletcher 

Robin Nairn 

Joan Stichbury 

 

Afternoon Family Fellowship  

Shared  - contact Parish Office         

 

Men’s Lunch         

Richard & Paddy Bayley   876 7616 

 

Messy Church  

Barbara Person        878 8855  

Please note: 

Except for pastoral emergencies, Alister is not 

available on Mondays and Tuesdays.  

New parish website https://stmattshastings.com 

Our Facebook is @stmatthewshastings   

 

Receive Parish Communications 

by Email 

If you would like to receive your communica-

tions from the parish by email, please contact 

the parish office in person, by phone or email to 

stmatthews.hastings@gmail.com 

Sermons are also available at the parish website  

https://stmattshastings.com 

mailto:stmatthews.hastings@gmail.com
https://stmattshastings.com
https://www.facebook.com/Stmatthewshastings
https://stmattshastings.com
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Your magazine is delivered by: 

 

 

Phone: 

 

FROM:  ST MATTHEW’S 

PARISH  CHURCH 

PO BOX 824    

Thank you to our advertisers for your loyal support.  If you are interested in helping with advertising, 

please contact the parish office.  Donations towards colour printing costs are also gratefully received.  

 

Enjoy our delicious food                   
in an orchard setting!  

 
Plenty of parking.  

Open 7 days 8.30am - 4pm  
1412 Pakowhai Road, Hastings 

Ph (06) 878 2140 

Gifts 

Great gift ideas 
St Matthew’s notelets &  

Christmas Cards 
depicting Lady Chapel 

 Window images  
5 for $10.00. 

Also available 
Shirley Vogtherr’s prints & cards. 

     
Also CDs & recipe books are available 
to purchase. Contact the Parish Office 

on 878 9476 or drop in! 


